Running title: Fronts are ecotones but not diversity hotspots 
Subtropical Front is where the warm and salty subtropical waters (STW) and the cold, offshore, compacting the frontal zone to a width of 2-10 km (Heath 1972).
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Temperature and salinity changes along the transect retained the same structure (water mass x time: F Ratio = 5.13, p value <.0001). While changes in 7 7 bacterioplankton richness were observed and mirrored trends in diversity, it suggests 7 8 that community structure (changes in evenness) where the strongest factor. Maximum phytoplankton biomass, bacterioplankton diversity did not peak in the front, with Our results demonstrate that while fronts serve as ecotones in the sense of The authors declare no conflict of interest. We would like to thank the skippers and crew of the RV Polaris II for their help Grant (UORG).
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